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Violin 1  
 Chun-Chien Chuang (Concert Master) 
 Teresa Edgar 
 Andrew Holmes 
 Michelle Gawith 
 Victor Diaz 
Violin 2 
 Rob Patterson 
 Connie Elting 
 Mitchell Reilly 
 Avery Parkhurst 
 Katie Benyo 
 Marthe Cox 
 Signe Sandquist 
 
 
 
 

 JESSIE MONTGOMERY (b. 1981) is a violinist and composer who hails 
from New York Cityôs Lower East Side. Her work Starburst was commissioned by the 
Sphinx Organization in 2012. The bubbly, energetic works features the wide variety of 
techniques with which high-level performers can play stringed instruments. Montgomery 
writes: 
 
ñThis brief one-movement work for string orchestra is a play on imagery of rapidly chang-

ing musical colors. Exploding gestures are juxtaposed with gentle fleeting melodies in an 

attempt to create a multidimensional soundscape. A common definition of a starburst, ñthe 

rapid formation of large numbers of new stars in a galaxy at a rate high enough to alter the 

structure of the galaxy significantly,ò lends itself almost literally to the nature of the per-

forming ensemble that premiered the work, the Sphinx Virtuosi, and I wrote the piece with 

their dynamic in mind.ò  

 

 

 RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872ï1958) was one of Englandôs great-

est composers. He composed music for all musicians, including amateurs and students, 

and loved English folk songs These passions converge in his Concerto Grosso, inspired 

by the baroque genre. In an effort to serve a greater number of musicians, Vaughan 

Williams composed his Concerto Grosso with three groups in mindðsoloists, ensem-

ble, and students of varying abilities. Thus, any musician of any level can participate in 

a performance of this pieceðits premiere in 1950 featured 400 musicians from small 

children to professional performers. (NOTE: tonightôs performance with the outstand-

ing musicians of the Saint Joseph Symphony Orchestra features only the ñconcertinoò 

groupðthe virtuosic soloistsðand the ñripienoòðaccompanying professional musicians.)  

 

At the end of his remarkable musical life, LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770-1827) retired from writing 
grand symphonies and concertos and set to work writing his so-called ñlate quartetsò (no. 12-16), which are widely 

regarded as Beethovenôs best works, perhaps even the greatest music ever composed. 
His String Quartet No. 16 in F major, op. 135 is the last complete piece of music Beetho-
ven composed, the pinnacle of the great geniusôs work, and consists of four movements, 
structured more or less like a symphony: a genial, medium-fast sonata (ñAllegrettoò), a 
ridiculously boisterous ñScherzo,ò a sublime slow musical prayer (ñLento assai, cantabi-
le, e tranquilloòðvery slow, song-like, and tranquil), and a finale that ends with a bang 
but begins with a mystery.  
 Entitled ñDer schwer gefasste Entschlussò (ñThe difficult decisionò) this finale 
begins with a slow three-note motif, accompanied by the three-syllable text ñMuss es 
sein?ò (Must it be?). Later, the response is heard twice in quick succession: ñEs muss 
sein! Es muss sein!ò (It must be! It must be!). Many a musicologist has attempted to un-
ravel this mystery, but contrary to romantic notions about deep philosophical statements 
and unrequited love, Beethoven was simply taking a jab at one of his patrons. Herr Ignaz 

Dembscher asked to borrow one of Beethovenôs scores though he had not attended the concert at which it was premi-
ered. Beethoven said he could borrow the score if he paid the concert ticket price. Dembscher reportedly asked, ñMust 
it be?ò Beethoven replied, ñIt must be!ò 
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Viola 
 Monty Carter (Principal) 
 Noel Good 
 Alyssa Bell 
 
Cello 
 Sascha Groschang (Principal) 
 Janelle Clark 
 Amy Harris 
 James Alexander 
 
Bass 
 Matthew McGrory (Principal) 
 Andrew Book 
 David Tourtellot 
 



 

Dr. Silas Huff 
Bio Notes 

 
 Currently serving as the Director of Orchestras at 

Washburn University in Topeka, Music Director of the Colora-

do Pops Orchestra, Co-Director of the International Con-

ducting Institute and International Concerto Festival (Czech 

Republic), and Commander and Conductor of the 44th Army 

Band (New Mexico’s Army National Guard Band). Huff has 

worked extensively with orchestras in small cities like St Jo-

seph and says that the Saint Joseph Symphony orchestra’s em-

phasis on education outreach resonates strongly with him.  

 “As I in nearby Lawrence (KS), I am available to help the St Joseph Symphony work towards even 

greater community engagement and increase its impact on young people.” 

 He has worked with many professional orchestras – most recently the symphony orchestras in Wil-

liamsburg (VA), Oneonta (NY), Boulder (CO), Wheeling (WV), New Braunfels (TX), and Venice (FL), and the 

U.S. Army Orchestra in Washington, DC. He brings experience in artistic programming and planning, produc-

tion, outreach and education, personnel management (auditions, hiring, dismissing musicians, contracting 

soloists, etc.), marketing, and other areas. He has strong ideas about how orchestras must evolve to remain 

relevant and flourish. He seeks out ways to enhance the contemporary concert-going experience.  

 “I am equally comfortable facilitating a pre-concert “Meet the Maestro” chat, talking to school kids, 

and hobnobbing with TV personalities and civic leaders on behalf of the Saint Joseph Symphony.” 

 

 

Audition Series 

Concert #1  

Featuring 

Maestro Silas Huff 

 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 

The Missouri Theater 

St Joseph, MO 

Mark your calendars now! 

A Free Family Concert  presented by the 

Saint Joseph Symphony and  

The David H Morton Memorial Fund for the Arts 

Saturday, November 6, 2021 

First Christian Church / 927 Faraon St / St Joseph, MO 64501  

Featuring Flautist, Lory Lacy / Pianist, Charles Badami  

Cellist Sascha Groschang 


